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We live in a world of technology these days. While the internet brings with it clear advantages, the problems in terms of control and security of information outweigh the advantages.

To what extent do you agree?


Tip! 
Try answering this question yourself before reading the essay and correction.
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We live in a world of technology these days. While the internet brings with it clear advantages, the problems in terms of control and security of information outweigh the advantages.

To what extent do you agree?


Some people believe that drawbacks of controlling and securing information using the internet outweighs its benefits. In this essay, I will explain why I believe the utilisation of the internet does more good than harm.

One of the most significant negatives of the internet is that it is difficult for governments to control information. This is because people can use the internet anonymously. For instance, without using real names, people could use the internet to spread fake news in online forums. Since it is extremely difficult to trace the source of incorrect information online, people may easily be misled by the information they read on the internet.

However, the internet does provide us some important and useful features. One of them is enhancing people’s connection around the world. As there have been more access to computer and the internet available nowadays, video chatting and online conference are becoming more popular. We can call our friends or relatives who live overseas and see their faces in real time using the internet. In contrast, if the internet were not invented, we would have to spend more time and money to maintain social relationship. Besides, the internet makes our lives easier. The reason for this is that we can do many things online. For example, we can purchase food and clothes just by clicking buttons on computer at home. Such convenience is possible only because of the internet.

In conclusion, although there is disadvantages to the internet, such as controlling and securing information, these must be weighed against the social and time-saving benefits that the internet offers. Personally, I believe these benefits outweigh the drawbacks.
272 words

Tip!
Why do you think this is a band 6.5.?
What problems do you think the essay has?
What errors can you see?
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Corrections 		Mistakes
Academic/natural language I suggest		My comments


We live in a world of technology these days. While the internet brings with it clear advantages, the problems in terms of control and security of information outweigh the advantages.

To what extent do you agree?

Some people believe that the drawbacks of not being able to control controlling and securing secure information using the internet effectively outweighs its the benefits the internet offers. In this essay, I will explain why I believe the utilisation of the internet does more good than harm.	Comment by Sam Varley: ‘Controlling and securing information’ are not clearly drawbacks and so this part is needed.	Comment by Sam Varley: “… secure information effectively when using the internet …”

One of the most significant negatives of the internet is that it is difficult for governments to control information. This is because people can use the internet anonymously. For instance, without using real names, people could can use the internet to spread fake news in online forums. Since it is extremely difficult to trace the source of incorrect information online, people may easily be misled by the information they read on the internet.	Comment by Sam Varley: Use ‘could’ when you are talking about a specific hypothetical situation e.g.

“It could be dangerous if those children cross the road now.”

Use ‘can’ when you are talking generally about what is possible to happen. E.g.

“Crossing the road can be dangerous.” (- here, ‘the road’ refers to any and all roads.)	Comment by Sam Varley: Great argument and support  good job!
The argument you give and support in this paragraph is very relevant and clear  , but I feel that more could be said about the ‘security’ aspect in the question. It seems that ‘security’ is hinted at in this paragraph, but not explored or developed. An additional argument about how a person’s bank details or personal information can be hacked or stolen and the negative consequences this could lead to would help.

However, the internet does provide us some important and useful features. One of them is enhancing people’s connections around the world. As there have has been more access to computers and the internet available nowadays in recent years, video chatting and online conferences are have been becoming more popular. We can call our friends or relatives who live overseas and see their faces in real time using the internet. In contrast, if the internet were had not been invented, we would have to spend more time and money to maintain social relationships. Besides this, the internet makes our lives easier. The reason for this is that we can do many things online. For example, we can purchase food and clothes just by clicking buttons on a computer at home. Such convenience is possible only because of the internet.	Comment by Sam Varley: You have already said ‘more access’ which seems to mean the same as something being ‘more available’ here.	Comment by Sam Varley: This time phrase does not match with the present perfect, i.e. ‘has been’	Comment by Sam Varley: You are talking about an unreal past here and so the third conditional is needed.
The arguments in this paragraph are also relevant and clear  .

In conclusion, although there is are disadvantages to using the internet, such as not being able to control controlling and securing secure information so well, these must be weighed against the social and time-saving benefits that the internet offers. Personally, I believe these benefits outweigh the drawbacks.	Comment by Sam Varley: This is a subject verb agreement error. For example, “The man go goes to the shops.”	Comment by Sam Varley: This is unnecessary as you had already mentioned ‘the internet’ in the first clause of this sentence.
272 words


Comments:
The best part of this essay is certainly the vocabulary. You use a great range of language and you use it meaningfully, without making many mistakes. Generally a greater range of vocabulary still would help this band improve. The main issue with the writing is related to the task achievement. Take care to clearly address the question in the introduction and conclusion. You also need to address and develop all parts of the question, such as the ‘security’ part in this question, for a band higher than 6 in this category.


Task Achievement

Good : Addresses all parts of the task / presents a relevant position / presents relevant main ideas 

Work on : For a higher band, all parts of the question need to be addressed and developed more or less equally. The ‘security’ aspect of the question, therefore, needs to be explored more and the question needs to be more clearly addressed in the introduction and conclusion for a higher band. 


Coherence and Cohesion

Good : Logically organises information and ideas; there is clear progression throughout / uses a range of cohesive devices appropriately / presents a clear central topic within each paragraph 

Work on : This is close to a higher band but I feel that more variety in paragraph structure would be needed. For instance, the conclusion and introduction suffer from the same problems and have the same sentence structures. 


Lexical Resource

Good : Uses a sufficient range of vocabulary to allow some flexibility and precision / uses less common lexical items with some awareness of style and collocation 

Work on : Fewer errors and a greater range of vocabulary or phrases with more precise meaning would help this band. Avoid using general or vague language, try to ask yourself ‘what kind’ questions to help you use more precise vocabulary. e.g. ‘this has a negative effect on confidence’ = what kind of negative effect? = this may lead people to lose confidence / develop false confidence.


Grammatical Range and Accuracy

Good : Uses a mix of simple and complex sentence forms / errors rarely reduce communication

Work on : More error free sentences would help this band rise. One common grammar error is related to subject verb agreement, such as the ‘is’ error in the conclusion.


Band descriptor scores :

TA : 6
C&C : 7 
LR : 7
GR&A : 6 

Band score : 6.5.
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We live in a world of technology these days. While the internet brings with it clear advantages, the problems in terms of control and security of information outweigh the advantages.

To what extent do you agree?


Some people believe that the drawbacks of not being able to control and secure information effectively when using the internet outweigh the benefits the internet offers. In this essay, I will explain why I believe the utilisation of the internet does more good than harm.

One of the most significant negatives of the internet is that it is difficult for governments to control information. This is because people can use the internet anonymously. For instance, without using real names, people can use the internet to spread fake news in online forums. Since it is extremely difficult to trace the source of incorrect information online, people may easily be misled by the information they read on the internet.

However, the internet does provide us some important and useful features. One of them is enhancing people’s connections around the world. As there has been more access to computers and the internet in recent years, video chatting and online conferences have been becoming more popular. We can call our friends or relatives who live overseas and see their faces in real time using the internet. In contrast, if the internet had not been invented, we would have to spend more time and money to maintain social relationships. Besides this, the internet makes our lives easier. The reason for this is that we can do many things online. For example, we can purchase food and clothes just by clicking buttons on a computer at home. Such convenience is possible only because of the internet.

In conclusion, although there are disadvantages to using the internet, such as not being able to control and secure information so well, these must be weighed against the social and time-saving benefits. Personally, I believe these benefits outweigh the drawbacks.
290 words
	Band descriptor scores
	Comments


	TA : 6

	Like in the correction, more detail about the ‘security’ aspect of the question is needed for all parts of the question to be fully covered.


	C&C : 9

	

	LR : 8

	This is close to a higher band but I think a bit more range of vocabulary would be needed.


	GR&A : 9
	

	
Band score : 8
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